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On June 24, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari appointed Jorge Madrazo Cuellar, head of the
government's National Human Rights Commission (Comision Nacional de Derechos Humanos,
CNDH), as the new Chiapas Peace Commissioner, thus placing Madrazo Cuellar in charge of
all negotiations with the Zapatista National Liberation Army (Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion
Nacional, EZLN). Madrazo in effect replaces Manuel Camacho Solis, who resigned the post of Peace
Commissioner on June 17, charging that undue criticism from Ernesto Zedillo, the presidential
candidate of the governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), had complicated his efforts to
bring peace to Chiapas.
Camacho's duties were assumed briefly by Mexico City official Francisco Hernandez Llamas and
Chiapas interim Governor Javier Lopez Moreno, but Salinas later opted for a higher-profile official,
naming Madrazo to the post. In one of his first actions as Peace Commissioner, Madrazo invited the
EZLN to resume negotiations with the government, but he received no immediate response.
According to political observers, the EZLN is in no hurry to conclude an agreement with the
government, and would rather focus for now on pressuring the government to accept before the
general elections take place in August electoral demands that the EZLN had proposed in March
(see SourceMex, 06/15/94). Meanwhile, during an interview with El Financiero daily business
newspaper in late June, EZLN spokesman Subcommander Marcos repeated his concern that the
PRI is preparing to commit fraud to ensure that Zedillo wins the August election. At the same time,
Marcos took the opportunity to criticize the PAN and the PRD, the former for promoting the same
type of economic programs as the PRI and the latter for becoming involved in the same type of
politically corrupt behavior as the governing party.
In fact, in early July, the EZLN announced that representatives of several nongovernmental
organizations would meet at an undetermined location in Chiapas on Aug 6-9 to discuss a strategy
to influence the outcome of the elections. The EZLN has extended the invitation to several dozen
organizations, including campesino groups, university students, religious orders, and especially
representatives of indigenous groups from throughout the country.
The EZLN described the convention as a "peaceful effort of society to organize against the official
state party (PRI), create a new constitution, and push for democratic change in Mexico." According
to sources close to the EZLN, the issues scheduled for discussion are the possible use of civil
disobedience campaigns to pressure the government if the elections are fraudulent.
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